Educating Minds and Hearts:
Being a Rector at Notre Dame

“Rectors keep the University
true to its mission in deed
and not just in word.
Throughout my time,
I developed a relationship
with my rector who is a
positive force not just for
the hall but also for me
personally. Without my
rector, my experience at
Notre Dame wouldn’t be
the same.”
Daniel Rish
St. Edward’s Hall

To be a rector at the University of Notre Dame
is to have the opportunity to mentor, positively
impact, and inspire students at one of the
greatest Catholic universities in the world.
At Notre Dame, education has always been
linked to values, among them living in
community. The emphasis on community in
Catholicism is why Notre Dame fosters familial
bonds in its institutional life. Undergraduate

residence hall life is both the hallmark of the
Notre Dame experience and the wellspring
of the University’s rich traditions. As a rector,
you will be a critical voice and reassuring
presence for young people at the threshold
of their adult lives. Rectors are the leaders of
the hall community, mentoring the young
people who live in their hall and also a hall
staff comprised of senior undergraduate and
graduate students.

Much of a Notre Dame student’s adult
formation takes place in the residence hall
community with the guiding presence and
leadership of rectors. The young people who live
in the single-sex residence halls are bright and
ambitious; they are empathetic and value serving
those in need. The hall is a pivotal environment
for a student’s intellectual, social, physical, and

spiritual maturation. Students live and dine
together, study and play together, pray, celebrate,
and occasionally mourn together. Rectors
play a central role in cultivating this singular
Notre Dame experience—educating minds and
hearts—a tradition born out of the charism of
the Congregation of Holy Cross, the founding
order of the University of Notre Dame.

Rectors are at the heart of students’
personal development and formation.
Rectors live among students in the
residence halls and know them better
than anyone else on campus. They
know the students in their halls by
name, and work tirelessly to foster a
close-knit community where students
grow spiritually, succeed academically,
and thrive socially. As pastoral
leaders, rectors help guide students
through the perennial challenges of
college life and connect them with
the University’s myriad resources
so they can make good choices and
decisions, and ultimately succeed.

Students’ participation in hall life
is fully realized in the profound
camaraderie that is the hallmark of
their association with Notre Dame.
Residence halls are where young
people forge lifelong friendships
that are the bedrock of the
Notre Dame community.
Strangers on move-in day become
roommates and within weeks
become friends and confidants.
After graduation, roommates and
friends from their hall are the
best men and maids of honor in
weddings, godparents at baptisms,
sponsors at confirmations, and
pallbearers at funerals. It is no
wonder, then, that alumni often
describe the time in their residence
hall as the “best years of their lives.”
The position of rector emerges
from this quintessentially
Notre Dame residential tradition.
Rectors provide a critical and
pivotal role in helping the
University achieve its mission to
bring young women and men
to completeness, educating their
minds and hearts to be a force for
good in the world.
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